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PACK TALK 
  

President’s Letter 
 

It’s hard to believe 2020 is finally coming to an 
end. What a wild year this has been.  
Despite the hurdles COVID created, such as work parties being reduced to five members 
and closures of Littleton Horse Camp last spring, there was still an incredible amount of 
work done this past year. Our chapter recorded a total of 1,746.5 hours for October 1, 
2019 through September 30, 2020. A huge thank you to all those that volunteered your 
time in the capacity that you could. Whether it be working out on the trail or helping us 
keep the Chapter running smoothly from behind your computer, every hour is vital to 
keeping our trails open to stock.  
 

Our online voting for our 2021 Board went well, and the new officers were announced at 
our November virtual Zoom meeting. Larry Baysinger was elected President, Rochelle 
Sutherland - Secretary; myself - Treasurer; and Dave Seibel - Director. All positions ran 
unopposed. So, with that said, I would like to ask each of you to give some thought as to 
an office you might consider for next year, or a chair position you might be able to fill this 
upcoming year. Most of our board and chair positions have been filled by the same mem-
ber for years, or they have cycled through positions to fill vacancies as needed to keep 
our Chapter moving forward. We really need some others to step up to help and bring 
our Chapter some new ideas and energy.  
Thank you to all those that have renewed your membership for the year. We appreciate 
the support, and look forward to hopefully getting back to normal sometime in 2021 to 
have in-person meetings, rides, campouts and events. If you still need to renew, or know 
someone that would like to become a new member, BCHW has updated their online 
membership form for 2021 to make it incredibly easy to join or renew. Just be sure to se-
lect Mt Olympus “single” or “family” when choosing your Chapter or Chapters. You can 
find the membership application at: http://www.bchw.org/membership_join_or_renew.php 
 

And finally, it has been wonderful experience being President of our Chapter these past 
two years. I never imagined when I joined BCH in 2005 I would ever see myself filling the 
role of a chapter President, but I am truly grateful for having the chance to wear that hat. 
I have learned so much, and I thank you all for all the support and help these past two 
years.  
 

Hope you all have a Merry Christmas, and I look forward to seeing you in person at some 
point in the New Year.  
Meghan Adamire 

President Meghan Adamire 
High Divide  
Pack Trip 
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360-460-5491 
Jeff@jeffdoane.com 
 
 
 

Start Planning NOW for 2021 Riding 
 
Short days combined with low snow elevation make this the per-
fect time of year to plan out your 2021 ride season.  Here are a 
few rides I did this past fall that you could consider adding to 
your “2021 Bucket List.”  
 
Mt. Townsend Trail - This 
trail is located south of 
Quilcene, WA and is the 
shortest summit hike/ride in 
the Olympics. 5.2 miles one
-way with a 3,410 foot ele-
vation gain (total 10.4 miles 
round trip). The summit is at 
6,260 feet in elevation and 
offers 360 degree views of 
the Olympics, Cascades, 
Canada, and Seattle that 
are guaranteed to impress 
(on a clear day anyway).   
You must park at the Lower 
Mt. Townsend Trailhead as 
there is NO trailer parking 
at the Upper Mt. Townsend 
Trailhead.  The Lower trail-
head will only accommodate small trailers.  Stock should be in 
excellent condition since this trail is steep with tight switchbacks.  
I would not recommend attempting this trail unless the forecast 
is clear. 
 
Tubal Cain - Buckhorn Mountain 
I did an 18-mile round trip late Sep-
tember that originated at the Tubal 
Cain trailhead and ended at the Up-
per Dungeness Trailhead.  But hon-
estly, I think the Tubal Cain to Buck-
horn Mountain is the BEST section of 
this trail and next time I’m going to 
scrap the loop and just ride in and out 
of Tubal Cain.  I suggest parking at 
the large gravel pullout on the east 
side of the road BEFORE getting to 
the Tubal Cain Trailhead.  This area 
can easily accommodate my large, 
living quarters horse trailer and is lo-
cated about 1 mile below the trail-
head.  I think autumn is the best time 
of year to ride this trail.   
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 GRANT SUPPORTED TRAIL WORK  
Bogachiel River Trail 

06-07-2020 
The Kahkwa Creek ford had completely washed away during winter storms leaving 
the Bogachiel Trail inaccessible to stock beyond this point.  Larry & Sherry Baysinger 
started the process of building a stock trail, but work was put on hold due to Covid-
19.  Once we received Covid instructions from the USFS and ONP we were able to 
continue work.  Thanks to members Boone Jones and Ray Sutherland we completed 
the trail work in time to pack Washington Trail Association (WTA) crew tools and gear 
to Indian Creek.   
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 GRANT SUPPORTED TRAIL WORK  
Bogachiel River Trail 

Larry, Boone Ray, Sherry laying ground cloth and 
doing dirt work to make the ford safe for stock. 
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 GRANT SUPPORTED TRAIL WORK  
Bogachiel River Trail 

06-07-2020 
Laughs are always in store when you pack and ride with Boone.  We decided to eat 
lunch before we rode further up trail.  Boone thought he was sitting down in a good 
stable spot for lunch.   
The ford trail worked well for us and our mules so Boone, Larry and Sherry  contin-
ued to the bridge that would need to be replaced before the pack in for WTA.   A tree 
had fallen on it and broken the stringers.   
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 GRANT SUPPORTED TRAIL WORK  
Bogachiel River Trail 

June 22, 2020 
Larry and I took our newest Mt Olympus Chapter member, Rich 
James (retired from his job with Clallam County, also known as 
Olympic Discovery Trail originator) and went to the broken 
bridge to take it apart to possibly be rebuilt. 
 

 

We determined that since the 
stream was rocky and nearly 
dry, we could move stock 
through without a bridge.  Lar-
ry cut stringers and we all 
pulled the planks apart  and 
stacked them for possible use 
later. 
 
Further up the trail we discov-
ered more windfalls that would 
have slowed our progress on 
the scheduled pack trip for 
WTA. 
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 GRANT SUPPORTED TRAIL WORK  
Bogachiel River Trail 

July 18, 2020 
Chapter members Larry, Sherry & Ray pack WTA tools and sup-

plies (16 miles round trip) to Indian Creek 
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 GRANT SUPPORTED TRAIL WORK  
USFS Littleton Trail—Clallam County Olympic Discovery Trail 
The USFS had closed the road to the horse camp because of Covid-19.   
The trail was in need of mowing, so Larry worked with Kubota and I 
worked with Denali who is in transition from being an arena horse to a 
trail horse.  The best way to have a trail horse is to ride trails 

Lots of good before & after 
photos of the brushy trail. 

Picking up garbage close to 
HWY 101 Access to ODT 
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 GRANT SUPPORTED TRAIL WORK  
Littleton Trail & Horse Camp 

July 22, 2020 
Larry finishes mowing the trail while Sherry rides to check out the 

horse camp which had been closed since early spring. We found several 
windfalls and a very grassy horse camp.  The berm Larry and Mike built 
in the one of the campsites to keep trespassers out was in good shape.  
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 GRANT SUPPORTED TRAIL WORK  
Bogachiel River Trail 

August 4, 2020 
Due to Covid-19 restrictions WTA had to cancel their trail work. 
Larry & Sherry packed stock and rode to Flapjack to pack out their 
tools.    We camped with stock near Flapjack as the river had taken out 
the original campsites for stock.   

 
 

 

This is what is left of the original Flapjack 
Camp where we used to camp with 

stock. The river took it away   
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 GRANT SUPPORTED TRAIL WORK  
Bogachiel River Trail 

We spent three days brushing and clearing the south side of the Bo-
gachiel River Trail which had been inaccessible to stock for several 

years.  Hikers don’t generally use this trail because of having to cross 
the river.  We packed our lunches, left camp after breakfast, crossed the 

river and worked till late afternoon. 
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 GRANT SUPPORTED TRAIL WORK  
Bogachiel River Trail 

There were many places where the trail was so brushy 
one could barely tell where the trail was.  Boone Jones 
was coming in with his string of mules and tools for the 

WCC crew and we didn’t want him to get lost.   
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 GRANT SUPPORTED TRAIL WORK  
Bogachiel River Trail 

Larry continued to brush trail while I  did a lot of lop-
per work and cleared this bridge.  Boone arrived at the 
bridge in the late afternoon so we all headed back to 
Flapjack.  It rained several inches so the bridge and-

trail was slippery.   
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 GRANT SUPPORTED TRAIL WORK  
Bogachiel River Trail 

Friday morning we broke camp, Boone packed up his 
mules with some of the WTA tools and we took what 

we could fit on our three pack animals   
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 GRANT SUPPORTED TRAIL WORK 
Cathy Lucero Weed Control Clallam County rode one of 

our horses and we packed her gear for weed control of Or-
ange Hawk Weed which was discovered to be taking over 
several of the meadows thus inhibiting the natural mead-

ow plants and feed for the animals who live up there   


